






L/sF}- 


v 


Walk, Roger A. 

From: Solana, Rick P. 

Sent: Tuesday, April 04, 2000 7:47 AM 

To: Reininghaus, Wolf; Haussmann, Hans J.; Roemer, Ewald; Badstuber, Andre; 

Carmines, Edward; Davies, Bruce; Dempsey, Ruth; Elves, Robert; Gullotta, Frank; 

Kinser, Robin; Roller, Deborah; Lau, Raymond; McKinney, Willie; Nelson, Bettie; 

Nixon, Gerry; Patskan, George; Reif, Helmut; Ritter, Mitchell; Sanders, Edward; 

Schorp, Matthias; Takada, Kohji; Tricker, Anthony; Walk, Roger; Werley, Michael; 

Zhang, Mingda 
Subject: WHO 

2. WHO to Invite Tobacco Firms to Public Hearings on FCTC, Press Says 
The World Health Organization (WHO) on Monday (27/03/00) announced that it is 
inviting tobacco companies and farmers to submit testimony at public hearings later this 
year on its plans for a global anti-tobacco treaty. Such hearings would give the industry a 
chance to put its views forward to an international health audience, the Wail Street 
Journal Europe reported Derek Yach, head of the WHO Tobacco Free Initiative, as 
saying. "We certainly know that they are very keen to share their science with us," Yach 
was quoted as saying. Yach reportedly noted that such knowledge will be needed to 
help regulate cigarette contents, On the subject of whether the WHO should be talking to 
the tobacco industry, Yach was quoted by the WSJE as saying: "We believe yes, we 
should, and we're going to be starting off Jay listening," The hearings, which also will 
involve government health experts and others with an interest in tobacco control, will 
occur in late September or early October, reports said. The WHO’s call reportedly came 
as health experts from some 150 countries opened a second round of technical 
discussions on the framework convention on tobacco control (see Infodoc 25-27/03/00, 
item 3). The WHO reportedly aims to conclude a global accord by May 2003 at the 
latest, However, according to the WSJE, Yach said: "There’s no logistic reason it 
shouldn't go faster.” He reportedly added that full-scale negotiations should start in 
October. The WSJE also said that the WHO maintains that a comprehensive tobacco 
control policy is unlikely to harm economies or hurt poor farmers, because any impact 
would be felt over several years or decades. According to French news reports, the 
WHO also said that tobacco will "kill" 10 million people a year by 2030, of which 7 million 
will be from developing countries. A number of newspaper also reported on WHO claims 
that the tobacco industry "manipulates” nicotine in cigarettes to "addict” young people. 
The WHO further published details concerning a "WHO Consultation to Develop Tool¬ 
kits for Tobacco Control Legislation and Economic Interventions, March 30-31,2000," on 
its website. It can be accessed via http://www.who.int/toh/TFI/events.htm (WSJE, La Croix, 
PHumanite, Les Echos, Le Temps, Die Welt, TZ , El Pais, ABC, Cinco Dias, Diario 
28/03/00, Reuters, AFP, DPA, WHO press release via Internet 27/03/00) 
http ://www. who. i nt/inf-pr-2000/e n/pr2000-22. htm I 
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